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APRIL 2011 NEWSLETTER 
 

Hello All -  and many thanks to everyone who contributed towards the 

success of “Pack of Lies”.    We have received very positive comments 

from many of the audience, which is encouraging and hopefully will 

keep them coming along!  The After Show party again proved to be a 

very enjoyable way of “putting the play to bed” and completing another 

rewarding week for the company.  Please see review of the production 

at the end of this newsletter. 
 

 

LOOKING AHEAD! 
 

NOVEMBER PRODUCTION - Director Ian Potts   
 

A reminder! 

 

The committee do hope many of you will be coming along to the 

Malthouse on Tuesday 19
th

 April 7.30p.m.when Ian Potts will bring 

along excerpts from two or three plays.  This is YOUR opportunity to 

listen, read, and express an opinion about the choice of the next 

production and the committee welcome your thoughts.     

 

The purpose of the evening is to get a sense of what  we might be able to 

do in November and how many of us are available to support in some 

way. If we are not able to make a choice from the plays offered at this 

meeting, then the responsibility will rest with the committee and the 

Director to decide a viable alternative. After all the work with “Pack of 

Lies” it’s a good opportunity to meet, relax and just enjoy the occasion.  

For those who wish, the delights of The Globe can also be enjoyed !! 

It’s a great chance to meet socially,  

 

SO DO PLEASE COME ALONG 

 

 



      

ENTERTAINING FOR CHARITY EVENTS  

 

In response to requests from two charities, i.e. Hospiscare and Scraps 

Store, the committee have agreed we will provide entertainment to 

support their fundraising.   Alan Caig will be devising this programme.   

More information about all this later, when further details known. 

 

DIARY NOTE 

Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday 14
th

 June 2011  

7.30p.m. in the Malthouse, The Globe Hotel, Topsham.  Detailed 

information about this follow in due course. 

 
As you can see, this is a busy time for Estuary Players, with the continued challenge 

of providing good theatre aiming to please both the company and audiences alike.  

Everyone’s energy and enthusiasm is essential to make this happen -  we look 

forward to seeing you all soon.  

  

Best wishes  

Avril  

     ***************** 
 

REVIEW written by Mike Palmer, who is a member of Crediton Operatic & 

Dramatic Society for whom Mike directs, acts, and set designs.   

PACK OF LIES. 

A documentary thriller by Hugh Whitemore. 

 

Performed by The Estuary Players  29
th
 March - 1

st
 April. 

 

This play has its origins in the BBC’s Play of the Month Series and ‘Act of Betrayal’, 

as it was then known, was first broadcast in January 1971. 

The substance of the plot is the true story of the Portland Spy case of 1961 and, in 

particular, the part played in those events by Peter and Helen Kroger. The Krogers 

enabled the Soviet spy ring to transmit their stolen secrets back to Moscow. 

 

Hugh Whitemore explores how the Krogers built their air of respectability, how they 

created their cover and used the ordinariness of the lives of others to conceal their real 

identities and their deadly serious mission. 

 

The plot is a real ‘slow burner’ and you are drawn into it through the very respectable, 

unremarkable and almost mundane, lives of the totally unsuspecting Jackson 

household, Bob, Barbara and their daughter Julie.  

The Jacksons live opposite the Krogers, believing them to be a convivial Canadian 

couple and their closest friends. Then the mysterious Mr Stewart arrives, announcing 

he is a ‘civil servant’ and ‘something to do with the police’.  

He quietly coerces the Jacksons into allowing their house to be used as a surveillance 

post. In the nightmare months that follow, the Jacksons' decent, happy life is shattered 

as the truth about their much-loved friends is gradually revealed to them and they are 



led into a world of deception and treachery. Barbara reaches breaking point with the 

agonizing realization that the Krogers have betrayed her and she, in turn, has betrayed 

the Krogers. 

 

Thought provoking, dramatic and unsettling, this beautifully crafted play has been in 

the very safe hands of the Estuary Players and their Director Avril Pattinson. 

 

 A simple set and great emphasis on characterisation by all members of the cast 

ensured that our emotions were, firstly, well and truly placed into our middle class 

comfort zone. Then slowly taken apart as the Jackson family dealt with the realisation 

their close friends were not who they thought they were. 

 

Bob and Barbara Jackson played by Howard and Chris Eilbeck made us feel at home 

with their respectability and so, having established an empathy with them, we felt 

their pain as their lives fell apart. 

 Julie (Roslyn Mitchell) made us smile with her young and enthusiastic teenage take 

on life. 

 The quiet, insistent and authoritative Mr Stewart  (Alan Caig) was so convincing as 

the understated  civil servant with a core of steel.  

The Krogers, portrayed by Maggie Bourgein and Bill Pattinson, emphasised our 

ordinary lives with their big personas and their apparent affluence.  

The two police women (Maggie Butt and Anny Kilbourne), though playing fairly 

small roles, nevertheless contributed to the overall conviction of the play. 

 

 

The snapshots of family life, the lively ‘popping in and outs’ by Peter and Helen 

Kroger, the visits of Mr Stewart are interspersed by each character’s personal and 

private thoughts which are delivered as soliloquies.  These give an unusual and 

fascinating dimension to the play and were all well performed. 

 

 My only critical comment is that the time required for positioning these important 

moments and then reverting back to the action of the play, did sometimes take the 

edge off the pace. Being a ‘slow burner’ this inevitably, in some places, needed to be 

quite gentle. 

It would probably have been difficult to avoid these slight time lags as the auditorium 

dictated the number of entrances and exits available to the cast and it certainly didn’t 

detract from the quality of the production as a whole. 

 

In conclusion, this was a powerful work very well performed. 

Listening to the retiring comments of the audience it was clear they had had an 

enjoyable and absorbing evening. Many were in deep discussion about a number of 

aspects of the show in the foyer afterwards.  I suspect their discussions would 

continue into the following morning as they thought more about what they had seen. 

 Indeed, as I put my thoughts on paper, I received a text from a friend, who came  

with me, saying she had been digging into the background of the play and had 

discovered that the young Julie  really does exist and is quite a well known 

journalist.........  

But I’ll leave the reader to discover who that might be! 

 

 Mike Palmer  


